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Jewish Heritage Trail

9 days Thursdays (April - October) Warsaw

Discover Poland’s Remarkable Jewish Legacy

For centuries, Poland was home to one of the world’s most vibrant Jewish communities. Though
the Second World War and the Holocaust left an indelible mark on this heritage, many places,
stories, and traditions live on — waiting to be rediscovered. This meaningful journey
follows in the footsteps of Jewish life in Poland, past and present. It culminates with a
special meeting in Krakow with Robert Gadek, Deputy Director of the renowned Jewish
Culture Festival — an annual celebration of contemporary Jewish culture that draws over

30,000 visitors from around the globe.

Join us to explore this rich and complex story with expert guidance, powerful sites, and

unforgettable encounters that bring history into the present.
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TOUR DATE DOUBLE OCCUPANCY SINGLE OCCUPANCY
3* hotels (April - October) 3295 EUR / per person 3742 EUR / per person
4* hotels (April - October) 3471 EUR / per person 3988 EUR / per person

This tour is organized for minimum 2pax . If you want to travel in a larger group, please contact us for a special deal!
The order of visits may change. Accommodation in a triple room - upon availability. The tour is not reccommended for

people with disability.

Prices may vary due to currency exchange rate fluctuations. Current prices are always available at:

https://www.staypoland.com/tour/234/jewish-heritage

INCLUDED IN PRICE

e Hotel accommodation in double rooms, bed and breakfast (B&B)

e Private car transportation as per the itinerary

e All airport transfers

e Private guided tour of Warsaw (4 hours, car + guide), including admission to: POLIN Museum

e Chopin concert ticket

e Private guided tour of Warsaw (4 hours, car + guide), including admission to: the Jewish Cemetery and
the Warsaw Zoo Villa

e Private tour of £6dz with a local guide (4 hours), including admission to: the Jewish Cemetery,
Radegast Station, and Poznanski Palace

e Private tour of Lublin with a local guide (4 hours), including admission to: the Jewish synagogue and
cemetery

e Private guided tour of Chmielnik, including admission to: the Educational and Museum Center

e Private guided tour of the Podgérze and Kazimierz districts in Krakéw (2 hours), including admission to:
the Remuh Synagogue and Cemetery

e Round-trip transportation from Krakéw to Auschwitz-Birkenau, including a shared group tour in English

e Guided tour of Schindler’s Factory, including a shared group tour in English

e Private meeting with Mr. Robert Gadek, Deputy Director of the Jewish Culture Festival (1 hour)

NOT INCLUDED IN PRICE

e Airfare
e Travel insurance

e Gratuities for your tour escort, driver, and local guides (optional but appreciated)
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e Any services not listed in the itinerary

Arrival to Warsaw

Private transfer from Warsaw Airport to your hotel. The remainder of the day is at

leisure.

The history of Warsaw evokes powerful emotions in every visitor, and many renowned
filmmakers have made it their point of reference. A notable example is The Pianist by Roman
Polanski — a WWII Holocaust drama about human resilience and the power of music to
overcome unimaginable adversity. It tells the true story of Wladyslaw Szpilman, a Polish-Jewish
virtuoso pianist and composer, and his unlikely survival under German Nazi occupation in

Warsaw. The film won three Academy Awards in 2003.

Warsaw'’s Jewish Legacy and the Power of Music

Today’'s guided tour explores key sites of Jewish heritage in Warsaw: the POLIN
Museum of the History of Polish Jews, the Ghetto Heroes Monument, the bunker at
18 Mita Street, and the Umschlagplatz - the site of deportations to Treblinka. The
afternoon is at leisure. In the evening, enjoy a musical program inspired by the legacy of

Wladyslaw Szpilman and the music of Chopin.

The POLIN Museum offers a powerful journey through the centuries of Jewish life in Poland —
from medieval trade routes to contemporary times. Its striking entrance symbolizes the rupture

caused by the Holocaust.

Warsaw is a city marked by two heroic uprisings: the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising and the

Warsaw Uprising of 1944. The sites visited today reflect both devastation and resistance —
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from the location of the main ghetto bunker to the place where Szpilman saw his family for the

last time.

The evening program recalls one of the most poignant moments in The Pianist, when
Szpilman was discovered in hiding by a German officer, Wilm Hosenfeld. When asked what he
did for a living, Szpilman replied, “I am a pianist,” and began to play Chopin. Moved by the
performance, the officer helped him survive. This story, told in Szpilman’s memoir The Death of

a City, reflects the enduring power of music in the darkest of times.

Wartime Courage

Today begins with a visit to the Warsaw Zoo and the villa known as “The House Under
the Crazy Star”, where the Zabinski family hid Jews during the Nazi occupation. You will
explore the house, including its secret chambers and original piano. The program continues
with visits to the Nozyk Synagogue - the only surviving prewar synagogue in Warsaw - and
the Jewish Cemetery, where many notable figures are buried. The tour concludes with a stop
at the Monument to the Children of the Ghetto and the statue of Janusz Korczak. The

remainder of the day is at leisure.

During World War I, the Warsaw Zoo became an extraordinary hiding place for Jews. Jan and
Antonina Zabinski risked their lives to shelter those fleeing the ghetto. Antonina used piano

music as a secret signal: Offenbach’s melodies warned of danger, Chopin’s meant safety.

The Jewish Cemetery holds the graves of scholars, artists, and activists — including Chaim

Soloveitchik, Ester Rachel Kaminska, Solomon Anski, and Ludwik Zamenhof.

One of the most moving places is the memorial to Janusz Korczak, the educator and writer
who refused to abandon the children of his orphanage. He accompanied them to Treblinka,
where they all perished. As Szpilman wrote, “Korczak’s true value was not in what he wrote,

but that he lived as he wrote.”
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Industrial Legacy and Jewish Memory in Lodz

Today’s full-day excursion takes you to Lodz, a city shaped by four cultures — Polish,
Jewish, German, and Russian. The tour includes the lavish Poznanski Palace (now a
museum), with an exhibition dedicated to pianist Artur Rubinstein. You will also visit the
largest Jewish cemetery in Europe, Radegast train station (the site of the Litzmannstadt

Ghetto Monument), and the Survivors’ Park. In the afternoon, return to Warsaw.

In the 19th century, Lodz developed into a major textile center, and Jewish entrepreneurs
played a central role in its growth. Their factories, philanthropy, and cultural contributions left a

lasting mark on the city’s identity.

The Jewish cemetery in Lodz holds over 160,000 graves — a silent testament to the once-
thriving Jewish community. Radegast Station, from which Jews were deported to death

camps, stands today as a stark memorial.

Inside Poznanski Palace, the Rubinstein exhibition honors the legacy of one of the world’s

greatest interpreters of Chopin — a symbol of Jewish talent and cultural influence in Poland.

Centers of Learning and Lost Worlds

This morning, depart for Lublin — once one of the most important centers of Jewish
scholarship in Europe. Highlights include the Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva, the Old Jewish
Cemetery, and the Grodzka Gate - once a symbolic passage between Christian and Jewish
quarters. You'll also visit the Grodzka Gate-NN Theatre Centre, dedicated to preserving the
memory of Lublin’s Jewish past. The afternoon is at leisure for your own exploration. Overnight

in Lublin.

Lublin was known as the “Jewish Oxford” for its intellectual and religious life. The Chachmei
Lublin Yeshiva attracted students from across Europe, while the cemetery is the resting place

of legendary figures like Yaakov Yitzhak Horowitz, the Seer of Lublin.
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The Grodzka Gate today functions as a cultural and memory center, where architecture and
archives preserve the vanished world of Lublin’s Jewish district. The site also evokes lsaac
Bashevis Singer’'s The Magician of Lublin, whose protagonist Jasha Mazur once walked these

very streets — a literary echo of a lost world.

Shtetl Life Remembered and Krakow’s Jewish Heart

Today you travel from Lublin to Krakow, stopping en route in the town of Chmielnik. There,
you’ll visit a beautifully restored synagogue, now a modern museum that tells the story of
Jewish life in the shtetl through interactive exhibits, personal testimonies, and music.
Afterward, continue to Krakow and enjoy a guided walk through the historic Kazimierz
district, home to centuries of Jewish life. Visit the Remuh Synagogue and its Renaissance
cemetery. Along the way, stop by the Jan Karski Bench — honoring the Polish resistance

emissary who sought to alert the world to the Holocaust.

Before 1939, Jews made up more than 80% of Chmielnik’s population. The restored
synagogue now serves as a moving tribute to the cultural richness of shtetl life, including a

striking glass bimah — a symbol of memory and resilience.

In Krakow, the Kazimierz district offers a rare glimpse into Jewish life before the war. Its
streets, synagogues, and cafés remain alive with echoes of tradition. The Remuh Synagogue
and cemetery are among the oldest surviving sites of Jewish worship in the city. Jan Karski’'s
commemorative bench reminds visitors of one man’s courageous effort to confront the world

with the truth of genocide.

The Symbol of the Holocaust

Today'’s journey takes you to Auschwitz-Birkenau — the largest and most infamous of the

former German Nazi concentration and extermination camps. Your guided visit will cover both
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Auschwitz | and Auschwitz Il-Birkenau, offering a sobering look at one of history’s darkest
chapters. Return to Krakow in the afternoon. The rest of the day is free for rest or personal

reflection.

Auschwitz-Birkenau witnessed the deportation of at least 1.3 million people, mainly Jews and
Poles. It stands today as a symbol of the Holocaust and a call to remembrance. Among the
many acts of courage connected to this place was that of Witold Pilecki, a Polish resistance
fighter who voluntarily entered the camp to gather intelligence — and whose reports were

among the first to alert the world to the genocide.

This visit is not only a confrontation with the enormity of human suffering, but also with the
resilience and bravery of those who endured it or resisted it — often in silence, and at great

personal cost.

Krakow’s Ghetto and the Legacy of Schindler

The Podgorze district of Krakow is a reminder of a poor and harsh time, as it was the actual
Jewish ghetto during the Nazi occupation. Metal chairs scattered across Ghetto Heroes
Square — the main site of deportations of Krakow’s Jews — serve as a powerful memorial that
won't let you pass without remembering its tragic past. Few Jews managed to escape from the

ghetto; Roman Polanski, the Oscar-winning filmmaker, is a well-known example.

Schindler’s List

Steven Spielberg’s Schindler’s List brought to the screen a story that had long gone untold.
Oskar Schindler, a German industrialist, came to Krakow in search of profit. In the end,
however, he saved the lives of more than a thousand Polish-Jewish refugees by employing
them in his factories. A thought-provoking exhibition at Schindler’s Factory tells the story of

Schindler and the Jewish prisoners from the Plaszow camp.

Meeting
Cheder Café, located in a former prayer house, is a wonderful place to meet Robert Gadek -
Deputy Director of the Jewish Culture Festival, one of Krakow’s premier cultural events.

The festival presents contemporary Jewish culture to an international audience of around
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30,000 people annually. During this meeting, we’ll talk about the phenomenon of the festival,

as well as the themes of memory and dialogue between Poles and Jews.

The remainder of the day is at leisure.

Farewell and Departure

Private transfer to the airport for your departure flight.

If you wish to extend your stay in Poland or explore other regions, we will be happy to
assist you with tailored post-tour arrangements. Private transfers to alternative destinations

can also be arranged on request.

<
oKaunas /_,F'
aWladystawowo  _ Kaliningrad o
P @Vilnius
. rpag
Gdyniao )
aStralsund _ oGdansk
Kolobrzege  ©Koszalin aSuvialki
O Swinoujscie :
oOlsztyn AUdUSTOWS o Hrodna
IpogHa
OSzczecin
oBydgoszcz oBialystok £apaiati®
e ot Poland
Wielkopolski
@Berlin . oPlock
2Poznan
ofielona Gora gl
Lodz
CRadom '
Lublin
oDresden oWractaw
Czestochowa© lce > Lutsk,
g OZamost  fyyk” Rivne
PigHe
- Y
®Prague SKrakow ORzeszowW Vyiv
i : i ; .
oPizei CZEEhia Ostravao CBielsko-Biala Przemyslc NbBiB

arrn,
o]

®Bmo Zakopane
GO gtek J‘J\‘\—r\_

Ivano-Frankivsk -,
Map data ©2026 GeoBasis:DE/BKG (©2002), Google



@ Stay .com

StayPoland.com
+48 22 482 01 99 | travel@staypoland.com
https://www.staypoland.com/tour/234/jewish-heritage



